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We have studied peroxidase activity in human cutaneous and adenoidal mast cells using different methods, in order to determine the optimal technical conditions for its demonstration.
In 1 
Introduction
In the hemopoietic series, neutrophils, eosinophils (6, 7, 13, 19) , and monocytes (13) synthesize endogenous peroxidase (P0) which can be visualized at the ultrastructural level in the secretory apparatus of immature cells, and limited to certain granule populations in their mature counterpart.
In the same way, P0 activity has been observed in immature and mature basophils (1, 13, 24, 29) , even though this positivity is more controversial since some authors describe great variability in the P0 ofthe basophil (20,2 1). Specific techniques have made possible the demonstration of P0 in the endoplasmic reticulum ofmegakaryocytes and in the dense tubular system of platelets (11, 12, 14) . Human mast cells (MCs), whose hemopoietic origin, derived from CFU-C, has been postulated (18), have long been considered to lack P0 activity, both at the optical and the ultrastructural level (8, 17, 36, 37) 
